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Welcome
New Board Members

Jacqueline Graham
National President
Melbourne VIC

Margaret Tipper
Executive Secretary
Cessnock NSW

Angela Tomazos
Director of Policy
Darwin NT

Kate Waters
Director of Membership
Perth WA

Kimmaree Thompson
Director of Finance
Sydney NSW

Astrid Kuenne
Director of Marketing
North Lakes QLD

Jasmyn Mumme
Immediate Past President
Perth WA

TBA
State Representative WA
Elected AGM Jan 2018

Andrea Cross
State Representative NSW
Coffs Harbour NSW

Linda Fazldeen
State Representative NT
Darwin NT

Trish Springsteen
State Representative QLD
Caboolture QLD

Dr Jean Murray
State Representative SA
Adelaide SA

Anne Daniel
State Representative VIC
Swan Hill VIC
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National President
Jacqueline Graham

Welcome to this new edition of Madesin; unashamedly
focused on our fabulous 2018 National Conference.
I’d like to thank the organising committee and the
host club, BPW North Lakes for their hard work and
commitment. You did a great job. The feedback has
been very positive, and the energy we all left with was
incredible. The content was inspiring, and we are very
thankful to have the presence of the two Queensland
Ministers.
I hope you all enjoy the photos over the next few pages.
I certainly enjoyed the opportunity to revisit those three
days in Queensland.
However, BPW is not only a place for networking,
friendship and laughter - although we have a lot of those
- BPW is an organisation with a long-standing history of
Advocacy and Action; our members are women who want
to get things done and make changes.
And currently, this level of energy and commitment
is needed as strongly as any time in our past. Our
predecessors have been at the vanguard of the press for
Equal Pay legislation, for Workplace non-discrimination
and for paid maternity (parental) leave in Australia, and
internationally.
And yet, we still see a gap in remuneration (and base
salary) in every industry sector across Australia. We still
see a discrepancy between the number of women and of
men in senior positions and on boards, in every industry
across Australia, and we still see women-favoured
occupations treated as of less value. And there is still a
Motherhood penalty.
As members of the oldest women’s association in Australia
focused on the world of work, we have a heritage of
shaking change. Over the next two years, I am looking
to refresh our focus on advocacy, to influence the pace
of change and improve the outlook for women as
contributing members of our society.
In the next few issues of Madesin, we will be sharing how
we can all be part of that advocacy journey, with the
guidance of the Sustainable Development Goals, and our
resolutions from Conference.

Our Director of Policy, Angela,
has already made a start to
building on this platform, and I
know she will be reaching out to
you all for advice, assistance and
opinions. We will also be building
submissions where necessary (or
possible) for Federal and State
Governments. As a Victorian
Jacqueline Graham
member, I know the five Victorian
National President
Clubs are building joint policy
positions on areas of interest for
submission to the Victoria government. The other States
have similar actions underway, or are looking to build
them. Your National Board will help share inspiration and
collective learnings along the way.
On this platform of collective action, we will build
membership growth. I know that our Director of
Membership, Kate, has already reached out to many
Club Presidents to learn how she can help, and what
knowledge she can share, whether from her own deep
experience, or by introducing other clubs. We will also
leverage the corporate and small business membership
categories. We have interest in forming new clubs already
- if you know of any other opportunities, reach out to Kate.
We will also share news from our connections and
partnerships with other like-minded organisations, such
as ES4W and AGEC.
As you can see, your National Board is already working
towards the goals we have set for ourselves. I’m looking
forward to the next two years, working with you all to
achieve our common interests.
BPW Australia; women who work, women who want to
work, women who used to work.
Acting for change, acting as change agents, to change the
world we live in.
Bring it on!
Jacqueline Graham
National President
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Conference Wrapup
Jasmyn Mumme, Immediate Past President

There are some who say that holding conference every two years was a resolution that should
never have passed at the 2016 BPWA Conference because it would place too much of a burden
on an already stretched volunteer leadership team. They may not realise the invigorating effect
of getting our members together from across Australia, giving them space to share and to learn
and to expand their network of like-minded, passionate women.
We moved mountains to get this conference beyond even the high standard we would usually
expect. Carried forward by the positive energy, the many conference pieces moved together to
lock into place and create an event that stirred the passions to become the wonderful 38th BPW
Australia National Conference. We have, through this event, strengthened the foundation for the
future of BPW.
For this conference, there was an overriding drive to bring BPW Clubs back into focus and to
properly recognise their work and activities. New categories were added to our already illustrious
suite of awards, each aimed to highlight the amazing achievements of Clubs and outstanding
individual members. This reconnection was a real success with club showcasing the remarkable
projects they have undertaken under the ultimate goal of gender equality.
This conference was also an opportunity to bring the ‘business’ back into BPW, Business &
Professional Women, with a Women’s Business Expo to promote small business owners and
encourage professional development in the Business Workshops. Leadership achievements were
shared at the Women’s Business Lunch as women inspired us with their courageous stories of
success.
It is uplifting to belong to a forward-thinking of an organisation like BPW. Conference generates
a new found optimism in many women’s minds, a rising feeling that we are closer than ever to
achieving gender equality.
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Conference
It really is time for BPW to offer a meeting-point for Australian women to do
what women do best, find solidarity and friendships in each other as we
combine our strengths and talents to move closer to the grand visions of our
predecessors, now in sight.
When we realise that we really are at a unique time in history and that however
hard the goal of gender equality seems today, we are so much closer than the
world has ever been. As countries and corporations, schools and communities
put into place, rules designed to create positive change, we can know that for
more than 70 years BPW Australia has been standing shoulder-to-shoulder with
women globally and taking action at the United Nations, national, state and
local government to help bring all of this about.

Jasmyn Mumme
Immediate
Past President
Perth WA

Our past champions believed this time would come, despite hardships,
humiliation and subversion, so how can we now talk of weariness or even busy-ness when we
have to tie the knot on changes made so far and take truly bold steps forward because we have
safety nets that they never had, and still they risked it anyway. We were there at the beginning of
the tide of change in the 1920s and again membership numbers swelled in the 1960s and 70s so
now, as the third wave of feminism reaches momentum, our great organisation which has had an
illustrious past can have an even greater future.
It’s been an honour to serve as National President of BPW Australia 2016-18, and realise the
opportunity to lead BPW Australia through positively changing times.
Jasmyn Mumme
Immediate Past President
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Friday Expo Day
Expo Trade Tables
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Friday
Workshops

It was my pleasure and honour to facilitate the Expo,
the Panel and the Workshops held in conjunction
with the recent BPWA conference, on 2 November
2018.
Thank you to Caboolture and North Lakes members
for all their assistance in making this a great day.

Expo:

I am pleased to say that the Expo was fully booked.
There was a good mix of local BPW members,
interstate BPW members and non BPW members.
From reports the participants enjoyed a great
response from attendees. I do know of some who
did business on the day and made great connections
which has resulted in business since the expo.

Trish Springsteen
Expo Convenor
Immediate Past President BPW Caboolture
QLD State Representative

Workshops:

In conjunction with the expo 5 workshops were presented. All were well attended and feedback
has indicated that attendees found the workshops, the topics and the presenters informative,
relevant and useful.
Anya Lorimer – Personal Branding
Deborah Fay & Trish Springsteen – Get Known Be Seen
Cathryn Warburton – Intellectual Property & Trademarks
Paula Burgess – Value of Virtual Assistants
Unfortunately Francesca Moi was unable to attend due to illness.
A big thank you to BPW members Carol Hanlon and Kimmaree Thompson who stepped in
at minimal notice and presented a workshop on social media and networking. This really
epitomised the values of BPW and what supporting and connecting women is all about.
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Friday Events
Leadership Panel Lunch

Lunch and Leadership Panel:

The lunch with the leadership panel was fully booked and well attended.
My thanks to the panel speakers:
Deborah Fay – MJL Publications
Belinda Jane – CEO Clariti Group
Anya Lorimer – Director Sprout Creative Darwin
Terri Cooper – Small Business Liaison Manager City of Brisbane
It was a great panel with contributions and thoughtful insights on leadership and women
in business from all the panel speakers. Each of them shared their story and their journey
showcasing their acheivements and their challenges. Mention was made of leadership and
what it meant to them, their experiences with gender equality and board membership and the
difference in leadership and communication between male and female leaders.
Unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond their control out other 2 panel speakers Sabina
Janstrom – Portfolio Director Fujitsu Australia Limited, Board Member Jubilee Community Care
and Marjorie Pagani – Chief Executive Officer and Director of Angel Flight, Board Member James
Cook University, were unable to attend at the last moment. They sent their apologies and well
wishes.
Reports from the lunch indicate that attendees
found the panel speakers and the session
extremely useful and productive.
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Trish Springsteen
Expo Convenor
Immediate Past President BPW Caboolture
QLD State Representative

Friday

Leadership Panel Lunch

Trish Springsteen - Panel Chair
with Deborah Fay, Anya Lorimer, Terri Cooper & Belinda Jane
Expo Day Sponsors:
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Young BPW Awards
Award Winners Report

Young BPW Award 2018
Achievement in personal, career or community endeavours.
Awarded through set criteria and speech: The two things that have
contributed to my success.
2018 Young BPW Category Finalists:
Young Business Woman – Melissa Bright
Young Career Woman – Emma Manser
Young Community Woman – Laura Wratten

Young BPW Award 2018 Winner:
Melissa Bright
Sponsored By Kindred Property Group

Melissa Bright
Young BPW Award
Pictured with Hon Yvette D’Ath & Jasmyn Mumme

The inaugural BPW Awards night and Gala night were by
far the highlight of events for my 2018! To stand on stage
and witness soo many extraordinary women come together
in the one room to share ideas, show support and plan
business ventures for the future was a valued experience for
myself.
To win the Young Business Women’s Award for BPW Australia
means a great deal to me, to be recognised for my impact in business and heling others and our local community. And
that’s what I truly love about the BPW organisation, the fact they take time to recognise the achievements of the everyday
women, whether she has contributed in business the community or education. BPW’s success and growth is very important
to me, to have a support network that fights for equality in the workforce, closing the gender pay gap and supporting
women in Trades and Blue Collar industry positions.
At the Young BPW Awards night I was honestly petrified to get up in front of so many talented women especially when
I realised I was following the inspirational Hon Yvette D’Ath – Attorney General and MP for Redcliffe! Her speech was
inspirational to me, and to witness her passion to help drive women on boards and women into leadership positions was
motivational. It’s one thing to work for the opportunity to be in a leadership role, but to keep it, is also a battle. It’s an
endless fight to keep that respect in business and in leadership. For these reasons to win the Award for me is not just a win
for myself or my business but also a win for all women working hard to achieve their goals and drive change. Thank you
to BPW North Lakes & BPW Australia for your continued support and the opportunity to be involved and recognised as a
Young Women in Business.
Written by Melissa Bright, winner of the Young BPW Awards 2018
PAGE 12 | MADESIN | BPW AUSTRALIA

Awards
Photo Showcase
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BPW Gala Awards
Club Awards

BPW Australia National
Awards 2018 Nominees:
Club Committee Member Award
Michelle Wareham............................... Melbourne
Janette Oliver................................................... North Lakes
Jeya Ramanathan.................................................. Belmont
Julianne McKeon ....................................... Coffs Harbour
Melva Pearson.......................................................Swan Hill
Sara Gault.......................................................... North Lakes
Suzanne Morgan..............................................South West

Club Committee Member Award
Michelle Wareham, BPW Melbourne
Collected by Carolyn Bayliss

New Member Award
Raylene Teague
BPW North Lakes

Member Mentor Award
Carol Hanlon & Jeya Ramanathan
BPW Belmont

Club Commitment Award
Helen Gell
BPW Swan Hill

Membership Engagement Award
Kim Connolly
BPW Coffs Harbour

State Engagement Award
Caroline Bayliss
BPW Melbourne

Member Influence Award
Andrea Cross
BPW Coffs Harbour

Conference Organiser Award
Astrid Kuenne
BPW North Lakes

New Member Award
Raylene Teague...................................North Lakes
Annette Gillanders...................................................Darwin
Christine Plant.......................................................Swan Hill
Helen Sloan........................................................Melbourne
Karen Hellsten................................................. North Lakes

Member Mentor Award
Carol Hanlon & Jeya Ramanathan ..........Belmont.
Joint Noms
Anne Daniel............................................................Swan Hill
Astrid Kuenne.................................................. North Lakes
Karen Delvin.......................................................Melbourne
Janette Oliver................................................... North Lakes
Laurene Coates................................................ North Lakes

Club Committment Award
Helen Gell.................................................Swan Hill

Membership Engagement Award
Kim Connolly....................................Coffs Harbour
Kym Cairns..................................................................Darwin

State Engagement Award
Caroline Bayliss.................................... Melbourne
Michelle Halvorsen........................................ North Lakes

Member Influence Award
Andrea Cross....................................Coffs Harbour
Astrid Kuenne.................................................. North Lakes
Helen Summers.........................................................Darwin
Jill Pattenden.........................................................Swan Hill
Michelle Halvorsen........................................ North Lakes

Conference Organiser Award
Astrid Kuenne.....................................North Lakes
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Gala Awards
Club Awards

Club Annual Report Award
This Award is presented to the BPW Club who has
produced an Annual Report either for the years 20162017 or 2017-2018.

Club Committee Member Award
This award seeks to recognise and acknowledge the
impact and service of a Club Management/ Executive
Committee member during the past 2 years. Our
Committees provide the continuity of business in the
BPW network.

New Member Award
This is to a woman who has joined within the past
two years. This award seeks to recognise the verve,
connection and impact of the newest women in our
network.

Member Mentor Award
At the heart of the BPW mission is the formal and
informal mentoring and coaching provided within our
Clubs. This award will be presented to a member who
has shown commitment and interaction with BPW
member mentoring.

Club Annual Report Award
BPW Swan Hill
BPW Australia National Awards 2018 Nominees:
Club Annual Report Award
BPW Swan Hill
BPW Coffs Harbour
BPW Geelong
BPW Harvey
BPW North Lakes
BPW South West

Club Commitment Award
The longevity of the BPW movement is testament
to the loyalty and commitment of our long-term
members, recognising the consistent hard work of
these women and will be presented to a member who
has actively maintained her BPW commitment for
longer than 10 years.

Membership Engagement Award
To a member who has created or contributed to a club
specific membership growth or initiative which has had
a measurable impact on Club membership growth.

State Engagement Award
To a member who has shown influence or engagement
across clubs; working to improve the network of Clubs
in her State or territory, or across State lines, thereby
improving the effectiveness of the Club.

Member Influence Award
To a member who best represents the ideals and
aspirations of BPW, at Club level and is designed to
recognise those members who best encapsulate the
ethos of BPW: supporting, encouraging and coaching
other women: influencing projects and advocacy on a
local level, and in her local community.

Conference Organiser Award
This Award is given to the Conference Committee
member(s) who delivered most support, efficiency or
commitment, in contributing to a successful National
Conference.
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BPW Gala Awards
BPW Australia National Awards

Jean Arnot Award
Sharon Hill
BPW Geelong

The Jean Arnot Award
The Jean Arnot Award was established in 1994 to
honour the life and commitment of Jean Arnot, a
past National President and pioneer of the fight for
equal pay in Australia. It recognises outstanding
commitment and service to women through BPW,
nationally or internationally, making a major change to
policies or projects that established a major benefit for
women. BPW membership exceeds 5 years.

Freda Miriklis Award
Carol Hanlon
BPW Belmont

The Freda Miriklis Woman of Achievement
Award
Clubs nominate a member over 35 years of age who
is an outstanding woman of achievement, not only
in BPW, but in their business life. Please see the
Information Pack for full details in relation to the
recipient requirements and the nomination paperwork.
Freda Miriklis Award Nominees:
Carol Hanlon.................................... BPW Belmont

Jean Arnot Award Nominee:

Kimberly James ..................................... BPW Caboolture

Sharon Hill........................................ BPW Geelong

Mary Linnell..................................................... BPW Darwin

Gillian Lewis.................................................. BPW Adelaide

The Beryl Nashar Award
This Award recognises a BPW member with 3 or more
years of membership who has made an outstanding
contribution to BPW. It honours Professor Beryl
Nashar OBE, Past President of BPW Australia and BPW
International. NOTE: this is a President’s Award and
will be selected by the BPWA National President to
recognise a member who has contributed significantly
to the BPW Aims and purpose during the President’s
term.
Beryl Nashar Award Nominees:
Kate Waters.......................................... BPW Perth
Anne Daniel.....................................BPW Swan Hill
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Beryl Nashar Award
Kate Waters, BPW Perth
Anne Daniel, BPW Swan Hill

Gala Awards
Photo Showcase

Young BPW Award
Melissa Bright
Awarded at our Young BPW Event

The Young BPW Award

Pat Harrison Leadership Award
Maria Noble-Hayes
BPW Swan Hill (collected by Anne Daniel)

The Pat Harrison Leadership
Award
BPW Clubs may submit nominations
for this award, which recognises
a Club President who held office
between 1 July 2013 and 30 June
2016. The nominated member must
have held the office of Club President
for a minimum of 12 months. The
Award winner is chosen by Past BPW
International President Pat Harrison.
The criteria for the award: Leadership
in mentoring club members,
Leadership in promoting Young
BPWs into the Club, Leadership of
programs in the Club or Leadership
of programs in the community.

At this year’s National BPW
Conference there is a Young
BPW Award and nominations
were open to both members
and non-members of BPW
Australia. We are excited to share
that a growing and prominent
company in Redcliffe, Kindred
Property Group has sponsored
our Young BPW Award. This
Award is presented on the
Friday evening at the Welcome
Reception and nominees have
exceptional backgrounds.

Power to Make a Difference Award
BPW Darwin (collected by Angela Tomazos)

The BPW Australia Power to
Make a Difference Award

This Award is part of a BPW
International program and recognises
a Club that demonstrates the
capacity of BPW to make a difference
for women. This Award can be in one
of three categories: Advocacy, Action
2018 Young BPW Category Finalists: or Leadership The project presented
Young Business Woman – Melissa Bright
can be any national or international
Young Career Woman – Emma Manser
project managed by a BPW Australia
Young Community Woman – Laura Wratten
Club.
Power to Make a Difference Award
Pat Harrison Leadership Award
Nominees:

BPW Darwin

Maria Noble-Hayes.........................BPW Swan Hill
Angela Tomazos............................................. BPW Darwin
Christine Levis..................................... BPW Central Coast
Rebecca Parry........................................BPW North Lakes
Sandra Cook..............................................BPW Joondalup
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Qld Host Club
From the Coordinator, Astrid Kuenne

Proud Coordinator of the BPW Australia 38th National Conference
It was an honour to be the coordinator for this conference with the help from the board members, especially Jasmyn
Mumme that helped me tremendously. I am extremely grateful to have a team of members in North Lakes that stepped
up to the task at hand and if they were asked to do something, they just did it, no quesiton. Thanks to Trish Springsteen for
stepping up and coordinating the Expo Day with Trade Tables and the Leadership lunch, it was a huge successful day and I
believe this should be a fantastic add-on to conference to add more value to our BPW members.

Highlights of the weekend:
National Conference Awards – BPW North Lakes received 2 awards, Raylene Teague for New Member Award and myself for
Conference Coordinator Award. North Lakes had many nominations in for the Club Committee Awards and it is great to see
everyone was deserving nominees. Well done ladies!
Jillian Stansfield submitted a Resolution on Medical Records, to change the way our records are stored and protecting
our privacy. This resolution was passed and will be reviewed by our Director of Policy. Well done Jillian for submitting a
resolution and also marking of a Gold Keys to Achievement Task. Sara Gault also got involved in seconding some resolution
motions put forward from other clubs, it is fantastic to see members getting involved in the action.
Many of our members helped on the registration desk, organised the set up and packup on our Awards night, including
organising the Candle Lighting Ceremony. Laurene Coates, President of BPW North Lakes hosted the Candle Lighting
Ceremony and we had many National and Local members light candles that represent our members around the world.
Sara Gault and Jillian Stansfield presented a session on our Share the Dignity ‘It’s In the Bag Campaign’. This is an awesome
cause that supports those that suffer from domestic violence and women that are homeless and don’t have support over
the Christmas period. North Lakes has been involved in this for a couple of years and we
have collected over 800 handbags for women in need.
Laurene Coates hosted the Young BPW Awards night with the assistance of Jillian
Stansfield who assisted with the presentation of the nominees for the awards. Thanks
to our Sponsor of the night, Kindred Property Group supporting our Young nominees.
Congratulations to Melissa Bright for winning the Young BPW Awards 2018. Melissa was
awarded a membership with BPW and is becoming a member of BPW North Lakes.
I really appreciate all the support I have received and I would like to thank everyone for
helping me along the way. We learnt a lot of lessons but I am going to use what I have
learnt to assist in any way for the next host club to also have a successful conference.
My vision in my role as Director of Marketing is to ensure consistent branding is applied
through out the organisation. Have a Quarterly Madesin magazines by season. If you have
anything you would like to contribute to the magazine, please send me your reports and
photos to marketing@bpw.com.au or give me a call and we can easily set up a zoom chat.
Astrid Kuenne, Coordinator of Conference, Director of Marketing
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Queensland
Special Poem by Astrid Kuenne

Queenslanders:

Poem written by Astrid

Thank you to all the
Queensland members
for attending conference
and helping over the
weekend.

This is my tribute to
sum up our amazing
conference.

We had 8 members
from Caboolture and 14
members from North
Lakes which makes 22
members from Qld.
A few other members
attended the Expo day to
support our Members.
Everyone looked glam in
there outfits for both the
award nights.
North Lakes members
wore pink shirts on the
Saturday of Conference.
We were the host club
and other members knew
who to go to for help.
Was a SEA OF PINK...
Thank you for your
support, super proud!!!

Rising Up at our
Conference Ball
‘Twas our time to rise
And didn’t we ever
It’s no surprise when
When it all came together
We worked as a team
Through day and night
With our common vision
We never lost sight
I am super proud
Of all our crew
For having a go
At something new
We all looked beautiful
Like a pearl in a clam
When we all dolled up
Looking so glam
With all the celebrations
Shining brightly through
Awards all around
All because of you
I may be the rock
But you are the pebbles
With all your help
‘Twas special on all levels
Oh what a success
And I thank you all
For bringing together
A fantastic conference ball
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NT Sponsorship
NT Members Report

NT Government supporting
Darwin Members
On behalf of BPW Darwin, we thank
Northern Territory Chief Minister Mr
Michael Gunner for his generous
support for our Community Grant.
The grant, $5000, was approved to
provide financial support for minimum 7
members to attend National Conference
in Redcliffe Queensland. We had 13
members attend.
Overall our attendance, representation
of Territory Women and advocating NT
Government Masterbrand – Boundless
Possible, was a success. We were
warmly welcomed by all members and
organisers over the 3 days.

Summary of the highlights were:
National Conference Awards – BPW Darwin received Power to Make a
Difference Club Award in recognition for our work on Women on Boards.
BPW Darwin received a commendation for the beginning of our actions
to work with WGEA and local business & government on Pay Equity
Ambassadors and Supporters program.
Panel discussion inclusion in National Conference agenda with NT Minister Selena Uibo invited by BPWA President. Our
member panellist, Past NT Telstra Business Award winners Estelle Cornell, Helen Summers and Mary Linnell.
Member Anya Lorimer invited to host Business Workshop on Personal Brand and also included as panellist at Women’s
Business Lunch.
We were officially acknowledged by BPW International Vice President, Susan Jones, for our Twinning agreement with BPW
Saskatoon, Canada. Our two clubs have held 2 video conferences this year, May & October.
All 13 members were involved with conference program
T

Linda Fazldeen – Master of Ceremonies for Award Gala Dinner

T

Angela Tomazos – Facilitator of Panel discussion with Minister Uibo

T

Heather Veal – Presenter of our Twinning agreement journey with BPW Saskatoon

T

Kym Cairns, Helen Zahos & Linda Murphy – Delegates for voting on resolutions

T

Amanda Challen, Michelle Murphy & Deidre Waterson – volunteers for Resolution session

T

Helen Summers, Estelle Cornell & Mary Linnell – part of Panel discussion with Minister Uibo

T

Anya Lorimer – Presenter of Personal Branding Workshop and Panellist for Business Women Lunch
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Conference
Letter to Government

Letter to NT Government:
Dear Frieda
RE: NT GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY GRANT
BPW AUSTRALIA – 2018 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
OAKS MON KOMO, REDCLIFFE QLD
2 – 4 NOVEMBER 2018
Would you please pass on my thanks to NT Government ,
Office of Chief Minister for providing the NT Government
Community Grant to support and enable BPW Darwin
members to attend the recent BPW Australia National
Conference, and also extend my thanks to Minister
Selena Uibo and her advisor, Vanessa for their added
support over the few days of Conference. It certainly felt
like we were valued as Territory Women with a voice.
It was such a terrific chance for the NT women who attended Conference to be able to promote the Northern Territory and
all that it has to offer for those who live here. It is a unique place within Australia where all things truly are possible for
those who choose to make their home here. In my time in the Territory I have been fortunate enough to have opportunities
present themselves for me to better myself, grow as an individual and get ahead in business - opportunities that I don’t
believe would have been afforded me had I chosen to build my business down south.
The BPW National Conference was a fantastic few days where like minded women could meet to further develop the
professional, leadership and business potential of each other whilst also engaging and networking with other women on
all levels. The Conference was invaluable for mentoring and adding to the skill set of those who attended. I was particularly
impressed by the level of professionalism and due process taking place surrounding voting on resolutions and amendments
to the Constitution.
I feel very proud to be a member of Business and Professional Women Darwin and of our larger International organisation.
All the best,
Linda Murphy
Darwin Member
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Saturday & Sunday
Speakers & Conference
Vote of Thanks
Speaker: Bec Fox
Unleash Your Power

Speaker: Dr Terry
Fitzsimmons
Gender Equality

Panel of Speakers
Panel Chair: Jasmyn Mumme,
President BPWA
Jacqueline Graham,
Director of Marketing
Susan Jones, Vice President
BPW International
Hellen Swales, NZ President
(at time of Conference)

Susan Jones
VP BPW International

Pat Harrison
Parlimentarian & Mentor

Jasmyn Mumme,
President 2016 - 2018
Conference Organiser
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Sponsors
Vote of Thanks

Young BPW Award Sponsor:

Conference Sponsor:
Melissa Bright
Bright Training & Employment Partners

Kindred ladies Tazman Waru (left) and Dana Sattler (right)
pictured with Jillian Stansfield (North Lakes) in the centre.

Awards Night Sponsor:
Karen Hellsten
Mountain Wine Tours

Awards Photos Sponsor:
Leoni Heaslip

Dancer from Brisbane North Chinese Association Inc
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Gala Photos
Member Report

38th National Conference
Wow! What a ride! North Lakes, a club still in it’s infancy,
were honoured to host the 38th National Conference, at
Mon Komo , on the sparkling Redcliffe peninsula.
It was an amazing opportunity to showcase our local
talent and businesses (at the Friday Expo) and share our
enthusiasm for all things BPW!
As you could imagine, the preparation for such an event
was immense. It was certainly a lesson in organisation,
teamwork and logistics, including having club members
available for delegates (eg registration, transport and
general questions and directions) as well as working
behind the scenes on such items as AV through to table
decorations, whilst still ensuring our members didn’t
miss out on workshops and conference attendance.
We learnt about each other’s strengths and weaknesses,
where to step up and where to allow others to take the
lead. It was a wonderful opportunity to build stronger
relationships at a club level, and to expand our BPW
network at a national (and, thanks to Hellen attending
from NZ) an international level!
Stress was felt through ‘not knowing’ and we are in the
process of drafting a ‘run sheet’ or guidelines for future
clubs hosting the national conference. We hope that
future clubs will continue to add to these guidelines, for
each conference to become bigger and better!
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Conference
Photo Showcase

All in all, we pulled off a wonderful
conference, of learning, engagement,
encouragement and enjoyment. It
was certainly “Our Time To Rise”.
Written by Raylene Teague,
BPW North Lakes
Winner of the New Member Award
(Keys Report)

Photos by
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Conference
Photo Showcase
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Equal Pay Day
Competition Winners

Equal Pay Day Competition

Recognises the signature advocacy campaign to strive
for equal pay for women and men
Competition across clubs for EPD events, mainstream
and social media strategies, and lobbying their
representatives
Prizes awarded to the three best entries
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT WINNER

BPW Strathfield
BEST EVENT WINNERS

BPW WA
– High profile engagement club connections
BPW Strathfield
– Consistent connection with media and content of
event
BPW Adelaide
- Continuing engagement and International
Connection
SPECIAL COMMENDATIONS:

BPW North Lakes for Media Pack and Video
BPW Darwin for creating for creating a NT specific press
release

GALA KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

Tarran Deane
Corporate Cinderalla
Tarran entertained us at our
Gala Awards night.
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Keys to Achievement
Special Achievements at Conference

Karen Hellsten
BPW North Lakes
Bronze Keys to Achievement

Jeanette Fornier
BPW North Lakes
Silver Keys to Achievement

Janette Oliver
BPW North Lakes
Silver Keys to Achievement

Sara Gault
BPW North Lakes
SIlver Keys to Achievement

From New Club to Hosting Conference in 2018
For a new club, we have achieved quite a deal over the past two years!
We have had two board representatives as members, so we have had a close
relationship with BPWA. I think this has helped in successfully hosting the 38th
National Conference in November. We have recently just grown our membership to
26 and while many of these members have not had experience in BPW or conference
previously, I was so proud to see them take on any tasks asked of them to get the job
done. And it wasn’t just a half-hearted effort, they all went above and beyond what
was required including gaining sponsorship and contributing towards coordinating
the Young BPW Woman Award of the first evening of conference and hosting a
moving candle lighting ceremony on the second night. I can not forget to mention
the amazing amount of raffle prizes which the proceeds were donated to Buy a Bale.
We raised $850 to support the cause.
This is, however, the dynamics of this club in general. Members are always willing to
help and there are so many good ideas put forth. Among smaller events, workshops
and projects, for two years running BPW North Lakes collected and packed over 400
bags each year for Share The Dignity’s “It’s In The Bag” campaign, where these bags
were donated to homeless women.
This was followed closely by inaugural Awards evening where women in five
categories were recognized for their outstanding commitments. The nominees
were of such a high standard, the judges needed to select one nominee for an
encouragement award!
We have always been fortunate in attaining some outstanding and amazing guest
speakers who continue to inspire us and remain close to our group.
Of course, BPW North Lakes won’t stop there, planning is underway for another
awards event; looking at the Sustainable Development Goals presented at
conference; a Melbourne Cup lunch and much more!
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Laurene Coates
BPW North Lakes
Gold Keys to Achievement

Keys to
Achievement
Congratulations to
all our members
marking of their Keys
to Achievement at
Conference.
Keys to Achievement
is a personal
and professional
development program
for BPW Members.
The Keys to
Achievement is
designed to develop
leaders: women who
are willing to learn,
contribute, take action,
organise, be passionate,
compassionate and
prepare for the future.
Laurene Coates
President
BPW North Lakes

Anniversary

BPW Caboolture Celebrating 30 Years
BPWA Conference 2018

Montrose Photos

What an amazing weekend!
Firstly we were given the opportunity to
display our wares and services at the BPWA
Business Expo. It is amazing to see what a
great variety of businesses our members have.
Everyone was very welcoming and the room
was full of a wonderful buzz. We were also
offered the opportunity to attend a number
of great workshops. BPW Caboolture member,
Donna Plaistow, managed to attend all of
these and said they were fantastic. We were
also treated to a fabulous lunchbox workshop
with a panel of engaging speakers.
I was unable to attend Friday evening’s
Young BPW event, but from all accounts it
was a great evening which showcased the
achievements of some amazing young ladies.
Congratulations to the award winners.
The Conference AGM highlighted the
competence and wealth of knowledge
we have on our National Board. This was
followed by voting on the resolutions. Some
resolutions engendered quite a deal of
debate. It was quite an eye-opener for new
attendees. The amount of information shared
by guest speakers, ensured all attendees were
kept abreast of issues affection women on the
local, national and world’s stage. It’s always
lovely to share a meal with such an amazing
and diverse group of women; and Saturday
evening’s dinner did not disappoint.
BPW North Lakes surprised BPW Caboolture
with the gift of a beautiful candelabra for our
30th anniversary.
Sincere gratitude to our outgoing, and
welcome to our incoming BPWA Board.
I wish to congratulate the BPWA Board,
BPW North Lakes & Trish Springsteen for a
wonderful conference & Expo. I’m looking
forward to attending the next one!
Linda Upton
President, BPW Caboolture
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Advocacy

Resolutions Update from Conference
BPW Australia National Conference 2018
Resolutions and Constitutional Amendments Report

RESOLUTION 1: Pay Transparency

BPW Adelaide

PASSED

MOTION: That BPW Australia resolves to advocate nationally for legislation to enforce pay transparency in
employment contracts as a strategy to close the gender pay gap.

RESOLUTION 2: Paid Eldercare Leave

BPW Adelaide

PASSED

MOTION: BPW Australia advocates for paid eldercare leave in a similar manner to paid parental leave with
the following conditions:
• mature aged women (55 and older) who are required to leave the workforce to provide part-time or fulltime care to an older member of their family are compensated for providing such care under a government
supported scheme
• they should be paid a minimum of 2/3 of their current salary for 18 weeks and have their job position
protected for up to 2 years
• during this period of absence from work, they should continue to receive superannuation contributions
commensurate with the employment position that they hold
• if, after the care duties have been completed (normally upon the death of the person being cared for), they are
required to vacate the care premises (if they have been living with the person), they should be compensated
with additional rental assistance above and beyond what is currently available to those on the aged pension.

RESOLUTION 3: Extending Superannuation Guarantee to Low Income Workers
BPW Adelaide

PASSED

MOTION: BPW Australia resolves to advocate nationally for extending the superannuation guarantee to
low income workers.

RESOLUTION 4: Small House Options for Older Women
BPW Coffs Harbour

AMENDED AND PASSED

MOTION: BPW Australia and its clubs strongly advocate Federal and State governments investigate small
house development options to include:
1. fast track approvals for ‘small house’ developments for women 60 years and over, who have low
superannuation balances
2. make available low interest loans for those women if needed
3. make available suitable government-owned vacant land to such developments at low cost, either with long
term leases or by sale, particularly in regional and rural Australia.

RESOLUTION 5: Pay Equity for Sportswomen
BPW Cessnock

Referred to Director of Policy

MOTION: Given BPW Australia is a community of women working to end gender inequity, we lobby
governments and relevant bodies to:
1. provide basic minimum standards setting out the time commitment and requirements necessary for high
performance standards of women in sport representing Australia internationally
2. ensure pay equality and equality of opportunity for female sportspersons and
3. establish career pathways for elite women sportspersons, giving young women a choice.
This resolution will be the focus of BPWA’s pay equity campaign during the next 6 months.
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Advocacy

Resolutions Update from Conference
RESOLUTION 6: Decriminalising Abortion
BPW Central Coast

PASSED:

UNANIMOUS

MOTION: Believing that women have the right to make decisions about the health and welfare of their
own bodies, BPW Australia resolves to make representations to those governments in the Australian
Commonwealth where abortion under 16 weeks is still a crime, punishable by imprisonment, to change
the law by decriminalising first and early second trimester (before 16 weeks) abortions undertaken with
supervision by a qualified medical practitioner.

RESOLUTION 7: Medical Records

BPW North Lakes

PASSED

MOTION: BPW North Lakes moves that BPW Australia lobbies the Australian Government and the Office of
the Australian Information Commissioner:
• for the Australian Privacy Principles Guidelines relating to use and disclosure of private sensitive health
information be amended to include specific reference to access to medical records through the court system
and a requirement for the patient to whom the records relate to be informed about any subpoena issued for
access to their medical records
• to make it mandatory for medical practitioners to contact their client/patient when their medical records are
subpoenaed, regardless of whether they continue to be their client/patient, to discuss the potential impacts of
access to their record and inform them what information will be disclosed
• to amend the form that records the informed consent of a new client or patient to include explicit information
about how their medical record can be accessed during future court proceedings and the personal
implications of this, especially for mental health information
• to establish a consistent nationwide standard of medical record retention whereby all adult medical records
are required to be destroyed 7 years after the last visit to that medical practitioner.

RESOLUTION 8: Governance

BPWA Executive Secretary

PASSED

MOTION: BPW Australia investigates procedures to change its current legal and governance status from
an association incorporated under the Australian Capital Territory Associations Incorporation Act 1991 to
a company limited by guarantee or a Registered Australian Body under the Commonwealth Corporations
Act 2001.

Constitutional Amendment: removing State Representatives from the BPWA Board
BPW Coffs Harbour

LOST

MOTION: BPW Australia amends the Constitution to remove the current role of State Representatives on
the BPWA National Board. As a result:
1. The role of State Representative is made a Committee position, appointed by the Board and reporting to the
Director of Membership.
2. Where a Division exists, the Division President may be appointed as a State Representative as determined by
the Board, reporting to the Director of Membership.
3. This change takes immediate effect from the National Conference 2018.
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Membership
Categories

BPW Australia Membership Levels
BPW Membership - $225.00 (AUD)
1 year – rolling membership
One off Joining Fee of $25

Concessional Membership - $112.50 (AUD)
1 year – rolling membership
One off Joining Fee of $15

Corporate Membership - $1200.00 (AUD)
Bundle – up to 4 members

A company may seek Corporate Membership and allocate up to
four members to attend Club meetings. More details.
Corporate partnership with BPW Australia will benefit your
organisation by:•
•
•
•
•
•

raising awareness of your organisation locally and nationally
with BPW Australia members
increasing your brand’s visibility in a targeted niche market
communicating your competitive advantage with a rapidly
growing member base
providing opportunities to meet business and professional
women
opening up sponsorship and marketing opportunities for your
business locally and nationally
providing development opportunities for your people and
ways to grow their personal, business and professional skills

For more information on Corporate Membership of BPW Australia,
please contact Director of Membership.

Small Business Membership (NEW)

Small Business (A) - $300.00 (AUD)
1 full membership and 2 rotating guests
One off Joining Fee of $25
Small Business (B) - $525.00 (AUD)
2 full memberships and up to 4 rotating guests
One off Joining Fee of $25

PAGE 32 | MADESIN | BPW AUSTRALIA

Club Membership
You can also opt to nominate a club that
you would like to join if there is one near
you. Please note that an eClub is under
development for members who are not
near a club.
When you join BPW as a Member, you
become a Member of both BPW Australia
and of BPW International, opening up broad
opportunities to engage, learn, contribute
to achieving BPW’s aims and participate in
personal and professional development.
Belonging to your local Club brings
additional benefits, including regular
communications about Club projects
and programs and contact details of
Club members to foster networking and
mentoring. As a member of BPW Australia
and BPW International, you can attend
meetings of any Club across the country
and even across the globe! If you are
travelling within Australia, remember to
check the website Club pages to see when
and where the Club in your destination
meets.
Sometimes a member is not located where
BPW Australia has a local club, or has travel
or other commitments that prevent her
from attending Club meetings. If you are
interested in supporting the objectives of
BPW Australia but cannot join a Club, it is
possible to join BPW Australia directly as an
Independent Member. As an Independent
Member you will be encouraged to link
remotely with a BPW Club so you can
receive communications and engage with
online activities. You will be contacted by
the BPWA Director of Membership to make
these arrangements.

Join BPW:
Go to bpw.com.au/join-now
Select Membership Level and follow the
prompts.
Nominate the Club you wish to be a
member off.

Membership
Join BPW Australia

BECOME A MEMBER OF BPW AUSTRALIA...
Join BPW Australia. Belong to an international network of lively and
interesting women that includes employers and employees who work
across many sectors including corporate, small business, professions,
trades, non-profit and government. BPW Australia welcomes as
members women in both paid and voluntary work, including women
who used to work and women who aspire to work.

OUR CLUBS...
The members of BPW meet in local clubs across Australia and come
together at regular BPW Australia National Conferences.
We enjoy opportunities for development and networking, and work
on issues that are important to working women. Clubs are active in
their loca l community and recognise and reward women who are high
achievers through various award program.

IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU!
Join BPW Australia. Belong to an international network of lively and interesting women that includes employers
and employees who work across many sectors including corporate, small business, professions, trades, nonprofit and government. BPW Australia welcomes as members women in both paid and voluntary work, including
women who used to work and women who aspire to work.
Members all champion the right of women to participate fully at every level of the workforce across all these
sectors and make real differences in women’s lives by raising awareness, leading debate and driving change. And
we network, learn and have fun along the way.

Advocacy - Leadership - Achievement - Education - Gender Equality International
Understanding - Personal Development
Director of Membership: Kate Waters
membership@bpw.com.au
Friends of BPW Australia - $55
1 year - Annual Membership
Supporter of BPW projects for women and girls
Not a club member
By becoming a Friend of BPW Australia you will assist us in our work to educate and
empower women and girls to reach their true potential through life changing special
BPW projects. You are not required to meet club attendance obligations. Your Friends membership fees are held
in reserves for projects only. BPW is a recognised leader on issues important to women and holds consultative
status with the United Nations. Other membership benefits include quarterly updates on our projects, invitations
to annual showcase events and you will receive the BPW Australia Annual Report.
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