
BPW Adelaide 
1952-2018

BPW Adelaide advocates for women and develops 

leadership through building women's competence, capacity 

and confidence in their personal and professional arenas



BPW Adelaide turned over 65 in 2017

BPW Australia turned 70 in 2017



BPW Australia Aims

To unite business, professional and 

other working women across Australia



BPW Australia Aims

1. To work for women's:

Å economic independence

Å equal opportunity and representation in economic, 

civil and political life



BPW Australia Aims

2. To encourage and support women and girls to:

Å develop their professional and leadership potential

Å undertake lifelong education and training

Å use their abilities for the benefit of others, locally, 

nationally and internationally



BPW Australia Aims

3. To advocate :

Å for the elimination of all discrimination against women

Å for human rights and the use of gender -sensitive 

perspectives



BPW Australia Aims

4. To undertake:

Å national and international networking and co -operation

Å non-profit projects that help women gain economic 

independence

Å to present the views of Australian women to BPW 

International, responsible Australian authorities, 

governments, business and civil society
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BPW History 

Founder: Lena Madesin Phillips 

Make no small plans ðthey have no 

power to stir the blood

Without economic security there can 

be no independence for women
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BPW History
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BPW History
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BPW International 

BPW International works for global gender equality in 

power and decision-making
through our advocacy and UN participation  

BPW develops the business, professional and leadership 

potential of women
through our advocacy, mentoring, networking, skill building and 

economic empowerment programs and projects around the world
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BPW International 

Mentoring

Advocacy Networking
Skill 

Building

EducationEconomic 
Empowerment

Projects 
around 

the world

Legislative 
changes



BPWõs international structure

BPW members are members of BPW Australia and BPW International 
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BPW 
International

BPW 
Australia

BPW South 
Australia

BPW Adelaide
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BPW International 

Goals

To obtain for women:

Å equality

Å education

Å economic empowerment

Å personal development

Å political awareness
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BPW International 

Å takes action to achieve womenõsequality in

social, economic, community and political terms

Å represents the voice of women in around 100

countries

Åhas full Consultative Status at the United Nations
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BPW International also has 

Category 1 Consultative Status with ECOSOC, the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council 

Consultative Status with 

ÅUNESCO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation 

Åthe Board of the United Nations Childrenõs Fund 

Å the International Labour Office 

Å the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation 

Åand the World Health Organisation 
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BPW International works closely with 

Å the Commission on Human Rights 

Å the Commission on the Status of Women 

Å the Food and Agriculture Organisation 

Å the International Fund for Agricultural Development 

Å the Council of Europe 

Åand other specialised agencies
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BPW International has accredited BPW  

representatives attending meetings at

ÅUN Headquarters in New York, Vienna, Geneva

ÅUN regional offices (UNECA, UNECE, UNESCAP, UNESCWA, 

UNECLAC)

ÅUNESCO, UNICEF, ILO, WHO, UNCTAD, UNIDO, FAO, UN DPI

ÅCouncil of Europe and the European Womenõs Lobby

Our representatives convey BPWõs advocacy positions to these 

bodies and report back to members and to the BPWI Congress 
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BPW Values 

BPW Australia is a non-profit organisation for women, 

with voluntary membership and leadership 

Our procedures are democratic and inclusive of all 

members, and our actions honour our history and 

protect our reputation  
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BPW members value: 

Åequity and justice , building harmony, applying rules fairly to 

everyone

Åhonesty and integrity , being professional, meeting our obligations 

and taking responsibility

Å transparency and accountability , building trust, making decisions 

based upon facts

Åkindness and respect, being inclusive, acknowledging and 

respecting our differences 

Å teamwork and cooperation , encouraging discussion and debate but 

seeking agreement
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BPW Values 

These BPW values guide actions and decision-

making by BPW International, BPW Affiliates and 

all BPW committees
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BPW Australia 
Our Purpose

BPW Australia takes action for women's equality ðat 

work, on boards, in leadership 

Our Mission 

BPW: supports and actively promotes personal 

development; provides a forum for the exchange of 

ideas, knowledge and experience; and lobbies on issues 

affecting women
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BPW Australia 

Women working together

Our advocacy, projects, programs and partnerships focus 

on issues that affect women and workplaces such as:

Å pay inequity

Å paid parental leave 

Å accessible and affordable childcare 

Å support for womenõs refuges

Å domestic violence
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BPW Australia 

Membership 

BPW Australia welcomes as members women in paid and 

voluntary work, including women who used to work and 

women who aspire to work

BPW membership includes employers and employees, 

corporate women and small business women, women in 

professions and trades, and from the non -profit and 

government sectors
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BPW Australia 

Å is consulted by the Federal 

Government, and by many national 

corporations and industries, on policies 

and laws which impact on women 

Å is represented on many consultative 

bodies at a national level including 

COSBOA(the Council of Small Business 

Organisations of Australia) and the 

Micro-Business Consultative Council
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BPW Australia 

Å leads one of the four women's 

secretariats, each of which is a national 

consortium of women's organisations 

established to represent women's views 

to the national government 

Åeconomic Security for Women (eS4W) 

conducts research into women's financial 

independence
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BPW Australia 

Å has been invited to join Australian government

delegations to international UN and APECmeetings

Å represents Australian women in the BPW International

delegation to the United Nations Commission on the

Status of Women
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BPW Adelaide 

BPW Adelaide 

advocates for women 

and 

develops leadership through 

building women's competence, 

capacity and confidence in their 

personal and professional arenas
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BPW Adelaide 

Established 1952, still going strong

Fostered BPW clubs around South Australia

Has a long history of effective advocacy, community 

leadership and representing working women 

Members have served BPW at state, national and 

international levels  



Dame Nancy Buttfield DBE

In 1952 Mrs H Kennedy established BPW 
Adelaide, then called the Business and 
Professional Womenõs Club of Adelaide  

In 1954, Nancy Buttfield was elected Club 
President at the first Annual General 
Meeting; she was subsequently elected to 
Parliament 

In 1972 she was made a Dame Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire (DBE)
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BPW Adelaide Members 
awarded 
National Australia Day Honours

Heather Southcott AM

Sheila Evans OAM

Glenys Jones OAM
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BPW Adelaide Members 
recognised on the
SA Womenõs Honour Roll

Julie Menadue 2008

Heather Southcott AM 2013

Sheila Evans OAM  2015

Gillian Lewis 2015
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BPW Adelaide Members recognised 
with the
SA Women hold up Half the Sky Award

Katrine Hildyard 2012

Katrine was recognised for her work on 
the Australian Services Unionõs 
community sector equal pay campaign
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BPW Adelaide Members 
elected to the 
Australian Parliament 

Senator Dame Nancy Buttfield DBE

In 1995, Nancy became the first woman to 
serve as a South Australian Senator

In 1972 she was made a Dame Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire (DBE)
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BPW Adelaide Members 
elected to the 
South Australian Parliament

Heather Southcott AM

elected representative for Mitcham in 
1982

as National Leader of the Australian 
Democrats, was the first woman in 
South Australia to lead a political party
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BPW Adelaide Members 
elected to the 
South Australian Parliament

The Hon Michelle Lensink MLC

elected to the Legislative Council in 2003

Minister for Human Services, Minister for 
the Status of Women and Deputy Liberal 
Leader in the Legislative Council

and a continuing member of BPW Adelaide
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BPW Adelaide Members 
elected to the 
South Australian Parliament

Dr Trish White MP

elected representative for Taylor in 
1994

served for 16 years
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BPW Adelaide Members 
elected to the 
South Australian Parliament

Katrine Hildyard MP

Katrine Hildyard MP was elected Member 
for Reynell in the South Australian 
Parliament in 2014
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BPW Adelaide Members 
standing for election to the 
South Australian Parliament

Angela Vaughan

Angela was a candidate for Colton in 
the 2018 state election
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BPW Adelaide Members 
currently serving on
Local Councils

Yvonne Todd

Yvonne was elected councillor for 
Babbage Ward in the City of Mitcham 
in 2015 and is restanding in 2018
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BPW Campaigns

Pay equity : Equal Pay 
Campaign

BPW Adelaide conducts 
annual events to mark Equal 
Pay Day

www.equalpayday.com
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http://www.equalpayday.com/


White Ribbon Campaign

BPW Adelaide member Gillian Lewis 
founded the White Ribbon Breakfast 
Committee in 2008 by bringing 
womenõs organisations together to 
advocate against DV

Gillian has been Co-convenor of the 
Committee since the first breakfast, 
and Sheila Evans OAM was a dedicated 
member of the Committee

Gillian and Sheila were recognised by 
inclusion on the SA Womenõs Honour 
Roll in 2015
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BPW Campaigns



Paid Parental Leave: Paid Maternity 

Leave Campaign, became a Paid 

Parental Leave Campaign in 2009

Decriminalisation of Sex Work: 

advocacy for the bill

Delayed fertility : ThinkFertility 

Website developed by BPW Adelaide

Mentorship: I need Mentors booklet 

and tool kit led by BPW Adelaide 

Work and family balance : Snakes 

and Ladders, working with OFW
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Other BPW Campaigns 



BPW Australia Conferences 
hosted in Adelaide

National Conferences hosted by 
BPW Adelaide: 
1957, 1972, 2000

National Policy Summits hosted by 
BPW Adelaide: 
2011, 2015

bpw.com.au 
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BPW Australia Conferences 
attended by BPW Adelaide

BPW Adelaide sends a voting 
delegation of members to each 
BPW Australia National 
Conference 

BPW Adelaide members are active 
participants
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BPW Australia Conferences 
attended by BPW Adelaide

Tracey Masing from PNG:
BPW Adelaide sponsored our 
mentee member to attend the 
2013 National Conference 
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BPW International 
Congresses attended by 
BPW Adelaide members

BPW Adelaide members have been 
BPW Australia voting delegates at 
BPW International Congresses

www.bpw -international.org
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